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Language Policy in India for Formal
Instruction - A Journey from Pre-Independence
Era to National Education Policy 2020

Dr. Charanjit Singh
Assistant Professor, Depariment of En glish
Lyallpur Khalsa College, falandhar

Abstract

Underlining the efficacy of mother tongue being the medium of instruction in
educational institutes as testified by a good amount of research in this field, the present
rescarch paper in order to ascertain the thrust of NEP 2020 in this regard in its proper
perspective undertakes a long journey beginning with Charles Grant and the Minutes on
Education of Macaulay and passing through the Constitution of India, the significant
education commissions thereafier, and the National Policies on Education of 1968 and
1986.

Key-words: NEP 2020, NPE 1986. NPE 1968, Mudaliar Commission. Kothari
Commission

India is a land of great linguistic diversity, The Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of
India initially listed 14 official languages of the Indian Republic. Since then this list has
been constantly expanded with the inclusion ot Sindhi in 1967, of Konkani, Manipuri
and Nepali in 1992 and of Bodo, Dogri, Maithili and Santhali in 2004. Consequently, at
present the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution includes 22 official languages, Besides,
demands for the inclusion of 38 more languages in this Schedule are pending with the
Govt. of India. In the 2011 Census of India, in addition to the 22 scheduled languages, 99
more languages have been histed up which are classified as non-scheduled languages.
The 22 scheduled languages and 99 non-scheduled languages are indeed the broader
language categories which assimilate within themselves 270 identifiable mother tongues
being spoken in different parts of India by 10000 or more speakers. Besides, there has
also been a reference to 1472 "unclassified’ and “other’ mother tongues which are being
gpoken by less than 10000 speakers in different parts of the nation. In the wake of this
remarkable multiplicity of mother tongues in India, it is imperative to comprehend the
impetus on the delivery of formal instruction through the medium of mother tongue as
specified in the National Education Policy 2020in its proper perspective. The present
research paper is an endeavour in this regard.



1.1 Whatis mother tongue?

Mother tongue is the first language that a child leamns before being exposed to a formal
educational setting outside home such as a créche or a school. It is spoken in the
houschold by the mother and the father or the majority around the child and through
constant exposure to this language usually every child gains workable fiuency in
speaking and comprehending the routine affairs in this language. The situation is a bit
complicated where the mother and the father living in a nuclear setting belong to two
diverse linguistic communities and use a third language mutually agreed upon in front of
their child, However, in such cases too, broadly, the language used in the household 1s
considered to be the mother tongue of a child. Elucidating the concept more specifically,
Pokorn (2005: 3) regards mother tongue as “not only the language one learns from one's
maother, but also the speaker's dominant and home language; i.e., not only the first
language according to the time of acquisition, but the first with regard to ils importance
and the speaker's ability to master its linguistic and communicative aspects.”
Foregrounding the significance of mother tongue in facilitating a child’s transition to
community life, Tolasiewicz and Adams (2005: 5) define the phenomenon as “the
language spoken in a region, which enables the process of enculturation, the growing of
an individual into a particular system of linguistic perception of the world and
participation in the centuries-old history of linguistic production,”

1.2 Why Mother Tongue — what Research says

The issue of formal instruction in the language of'the home basically came into existence
as fallout of imperialism and colenialism and further gained momentum in the wake of
globalization which brought the hegemonic cultures and their languages in a state of
confrontation with the native cultures and the languages of the land. The sensitization
towards the 1ssue is quite visible in the following excerpt from the convocation address of
Rabindra Nath Tagore at the Calcutta University in 1937 - “In no country in the world,
except India, 1s to be seen this divorce of the language of education from the language of
the pupil, Full hundred yvears have not elapsed since Japan took its initiation into Western
culture. At the outset she had to take recourse to textbooks written in foreign languages,
but from the very first, her objective had been to arrive at the stage of ranging freely over
the subjects of study in the language of the country. It was because Japan had recognized
the need of such studies, not as an ornament for a select section of her citizens, but for
giving power and culture to all of them. that she deemed it to be of prime importance to
make them universally available to her people. And in this effort of Japan to gain
proficiency in the Western arts and sciences, which were 1o give her the means of self-
defence against the predatory cupidity of foreign powers, to qualify her to take an
honoured place in the comity of nations, no trouble or expense was spared. Least of all
was there the nuserly folly of keeping such learning out of easy reach. within the confines
of a foreign language” (Tagore quoted in Report of the Education Commission 1966: 19).
Similarly, UNESCO (1953: 47) sets the tone quite early with its recommendation that
“every effort should be made to provide education in the mother tongue™ as a foreign
language because of its affinity with an alien culture makes it difficult for a child "o
interpret to himself the new ideas in terms of his own medium of thought—his mother
tongue—and to express his own ideas and thoughts through the new modes of the alien
tongue.” Since then UNESCO has been quite consistent in its policy in this regard. In its
2003 report, there has been a categorical assertion, “UNESCO supports mother tongue
instruction as a means of improving educational quality” (UNESCO 2003b: 30). There is
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a great volume of research that substantiates the above recommendations regarding the
use of mother tongue as the medium of instruction especially m schools and even n
higher education. For instance, Fafunwa (1969) through a six year primary project in
MNigeria ascertains that the children taught through mether tongue throughout the six
years of their primary education perform significantly better in both content subjects and
in English in comparison to the children for whom the medium of instruction was mother
tongue for the first three vears and English for the last three vears. Sullivan (200%)
analysing the efficacy of an alternative approach to science teaching called *Content-
First Approach” concludes that the introduction of scientific concepts in the evervday
language may facilitate better comprehension.  Similarly, Hassanzadeh et al. (2011)
investigates the significance of education in mother tongue through the growth of writing
skill in Iranian EFL learners and concludes that it is better to educate the learners through
mother tongue for creating a more conducive leaching-learning environment and
facilitating better leamning outcomes, Sathiaseclan (2013) uses normative survey
methodology to ascertain the inclination of students and teachers in the junior secondary
schools in Jattna town regarding the usage of mother tongue and finds that learning gets
facilitated through mother tongue as it is more effective, motivated and instils originality.
Omoniyi and Olabode (2013 )through a study on Nigeran primary school pupils
involving 240 students from primary schools in Osun state and teachers trained in the
native Nigerian languages for teaching mathematics found that the teaching of
mathematical concepts in mother tongue is quite rewarding as it positively conditions the
attitude of the learners towards mathematics by making it appear friendly and enables
them to internalize mathematical concepts for an enhanced performance in the subject.
Oyoo (2015) suggests that in practical subjects such as science which involve a lot of
experiments and wherein teachers have to explain what they are doing and learners need
to ask questions for the clarification of concepts and redressal of their queries, those who
are “learning in their mother tongue are generally thought to have an advantage over their
counterparts who are being taught in a second or third language.” A number of other
significant studies which testify the etficacy of the usage of mother tongue at the primary
and advanced levels for an enhanced learning experience and a better interaction
between learners and teachers include Dutcher (1995), Cummins (2000), Moschkovich
(2002), Sabri, Gstinlitoglu and Aysel (2005), Nomlomo (2007). Mahlasela, (2012), Israel
and Thomas (201 3}, Laguarda (201 3), Shrazi and Shah (2016}, Awopetu (2016), Cortez (
2016) and Behrmann (2018).

1.3 Journey — Constitution, Language policies

India has a long and eventful history of colonialism. In the pre-independence era, the
British attempts to perpetuate its rule over this nation through its cultural and linguistic
hegemony came into constant sirife with a distinct and diverse native cultural and
linguistic identity, This fuelled the language debate as early as 1792 when Charles Grant,
the chairman of East India Company, suggested the adoption of English as the language
of government and as the medium of instruction in educational institutes, This suggestion
regarding English as the medium of instruction first saw its formal institutionalization in
1835 with Macaulay’s Minutes on Education wherein he mentioned the usefulness of the
education that would be given to the natives through the medium of English. Obviously,
the rationale behind this recommendation was not grounded in linguistics and
educational psychology. but inspired by imperialism as he (1835: 8) explicitly states,
“We must at present do our best to form a class who may be interpreters between us and
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the millions whom we govern, —a class of persons Indian in blood and colour, but English
In tastes. in opinions, i morals and in intelleet.” The next most important historical
document afier Macaulay's Minutes on Education regarding the language policy of the
British Government in India is The despatch of 1854, on General education in India by
Sir Charles Wood. It is significant because for the first time it underlines the significance
of vernacular languages for formal education by clearly stating that vernaculars should
be used to instruct the larger classes of the population who ignore English or have no
sufficient knowledge of it and English should be used only where there is a demand for it
and that too in combination with the vernacular languages of the district, This stance was
further endorsed by the Report of Indian Education Commission (1882)with 1ts
recommendation for the use of mother tongue as the medium of instruction at the primary
level,

In the post-independence era, this issue regarding the medium of instruction in the
cducational institutions was categorically addressed in the Constitution of India, Here it
needs to be mentioned that in the Indian constitution, there are 13 articles that concern
with language. These are as follows:

= Article 120 in Part V Chapter 11: Language to be used in Parliament

» Article 210 in Part VI Chapter I11: Language to be used in the Legislature

+ Article 343 i Part XVII Chapter I: Official language of the Union

«  Article 344 in Part XVII Chapter 1@ Commission and Committee of Parliament on
official language

= Article 345 in Part XVII Chapter II: Official language or languages of a State

= Article 346 in Part XVII Chapter I1: Official languages for Communication between
one State and another or between a State and the Union

«  Article 347 in Part XVII Chapter I1: Speeial provision relating to language spoken by
a section of the population of a State

« Article 348 in Part XVII Chapter l1I: Language to be used in the Supreme Court and in
the High Courts and for Acts, Bills, etc

« Article 349 in Part XV Chapter 111: Special procedure for enactment of certain laws
relating to language

= Article 350 in Part XVII Chapter IV: Language to be used in representations for
redress of grievances

« Article 350A in Part XVII Chapter ['V: Facihities for instruction in mother-tongue at
the primary stage

» Article 350B in Part XVII Chapter I'V: Special Officer for linguistic minoritics

= Article 351 in Part XVII Chapter IV: Directive for development of the Hindi
language

As is mentioned above, it is Article 350A in Chapter [V of Part XVII which specifies that

the instruction in educational institutions at the primary stage shall be in the mother

tongue of the child. The whole article runs as follows: “It shall be the endeavor of every

State and of every local authority within the State to provide adequate facilities for

instruction in the mother-tongue at the primary stage of education to children belonging

to linguistic minority groups: and the President may issue such directions to any State as

he considers necessary or proper for securing the provision of such facilities.”

On the recommendation of the Central Advisory Board of Education, the Govt of India

appointed a secondary education commission under the chairmanship of Dr.

Lakshamanswami Mudaliar, the then Vice Chancellor of Madras University in1952.. In
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its report, the Mudaliar Commission (1953 59) recommended that mother-tongue or the
regional language “should generally be the medium of instruction throughout the
Secondary school stage”. Among the other noteworthy recommendations of the
commission in matters pertaining to language was its endorsement of the three-language
formula with the snggestion that when the child has already learnt the mother-tongue at
the Junior Basic stage. inaddition to the study of the mother tongue. Hindi and English
should be taught as compulsory subjects of study at the Senior Basic or the Middle school
stage.

Formed in 1964 under the chairmanship of Daulat Singh Kothari, the then chairman of
University Grants Commission (UGC), the Kothari Commission in 1966 also concurred
with the provision of regional languages as the medium of instruction even upto the
university sage saying it would be “unwise to strive to reverse the present trend for the
adaption of the regional languages as media of education at the university stage and to
insist on the use of a common medium in higher education throughout the country™
(1966: 20). It also voted for the three-language formula which “'includes the study of a
modern Indian language, preferably one of the southern languages, apart from Hindi and
English in the Hindi-speaking States, and of Hindi along with the regional language and
English in the non-Hindi speaking States, ( 1966: xiii),

With National Policy on Education of 1968, the thrust on regional languages as the
medium of education at the primary. secondary and university levels was reiterated with
the assertion that “regional languages are already in use as media of education at the
primary and secondary stages™ and the recommendation that “urgent steps should now be
taken to adopt them as media of education at the university stage™ (NPE 1968: 3).
Recognizing the utmost need of the availability of study material both at the entry and
advanced levels, the NPE (1968: 8) recommends, “Special attention should be given to
books for children and to university level books in regional languages,”

The National Policy on Education of 1986 was also in absolute agreement with the NPE

1968 so far as the provisions regarding regional languages being the medium of
education upto the university stage and the three-language formula are concerned.
Calling for the implementation of these provisions “more energetically and
purpesefully™ (NPE 1986: 21), it asks for developing the curricula and devising the
“instructional materials in tribal languages at the initial stages with arrangements for
switching over to regional languages™ (p.7), translation of books from one regional
language to another (p.4). publication of multi-lingual dictionaries (p.4), translation of
quality foreign books into Indian languages (p.22), and development of facilities for the
intensive study of Sanskrit and other ¢lassical languages (p.15).

Coming at the time when India has already gone through two decades of the 2 1st century,
National Education Policy 2020 is more elaborate, explanatory. comprehensive and
concrete. The provision regarding mother tongue being the medium of education, which
has been stated in the Constitution of India and reiterated in NPE 1968 and NPE 1986, has
been continued and endorsed by stating that “the medium of instruction until at least
Grade 5, but preferably nll Grade 8 and beyond. wall be the home language/mother
tongue/local language/regional language™ (NEP 2020:13) and that more higher
education institutes “will use the mother tongue/local language as a medium of
instruction, and/or offer programmes bilingually™ (p.54). Like the previous policies on
education, NEP 2020 also resolves to make high quality textbooks “available in home
languages/mother tongue™ (p.13). In addition, it aspires to enable the students “to think
and speak about™ science and mathematics “both in their home language/mother tongue
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and in Enghish™ through the preparation of “bilingual textbooks and teaching-learning
materials™ (p.14), thus sounding more realistic by acknowledgmg the indispensability of
English in the technical subjects wherein knowledge is being expanded constantly at the
global level. Aconcrete step in this regard in the policy is the proposal to set up an Indian
Institute of Translation and Interpretation for translating “high-quality leaming materials
and other important written and spoken material in various Indian and foreign
languages™ (p.55). Further, the policy endorses the previous three-language formula,
however, in this regard instead of the limited and prescribed choice as is the case in
previous policies, more flexibility has been brought in by NEP 2020 as it specifies that
“three languages learned by children will be the choices of States, regions, and of course
the students themselves, so long as at least two of the three languages are native to India™
(p.14). Interestingly. it has been provided for that Sanskrit as well as “other classical
languages and literatures of India, including Tamil, Telugu. Kannada. Malayalam, Odia,
Pali, Persian, and Praknt,” may be “an option in the three-language formula™ (p.14). In
addition. with the objective to promote national integrity and familiarize the students
with “the beautiful cultural heritage and diversity of India™ the policy suggests a project
titled *The Languages of India’ wherein they will learn about “the remarkable unity of
most of the major Indian languages”, know “what geographical areas speak which
languages™, learn to speak “commonly spoken phrases and sentences in every major
language of India” and have an idea about “the rich and uplifting hterature” in these
languages (p.14). Not only this, in order to make the students familiar with “the cultures
of the world and to enrich their global knowledge and mobility™. the NEP 2020 has the
provision for teaching foreign languages such as “Korean. Japanese, Thai, French,
German, Spanish, Portuguese and Russian™ at the secondary level (p.13). And finally, the
policy shows care and concern for the Indian languages not receiving their “due attention
and care” resulting in the country “losing over 220 languages in the last 50 vears alone”
and UNESCO declaring* 197 Indian languages as endangered™ (p.53).
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Enhancing English Language Learning through
Digital Tools at the Graduate Level
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Abstract

The integration of digital tools in education has significantly transformed language
learning methodelogies. Among these, graphic design and content creation platforms
provide innovative ways to enhance English language learning at the graduate level.
Such tools align with the Affective Filter Hypothesis by creating a stress-free, engaging,
and interactive learning environment. They offer a variety of templates, drag-and-drop
features, and multimedia integration, enabling students to develop creativity while
refining their language skills. These platforms support Computer-Assisted Language
Learning (CALL) and Mobile-Assisted Language Learning (MALL), making education
more accessible and dynamic. Features such as infographics. meme creation,
collaborative designing, and video editing cater to different learning stvles and
encourage student-centered learning. By integrating digital tools with traditional
pedagogical approaches, educators can enhance student engagement. improve
comprehension. and foster independent learning. This study highlights the role of digital
tools in transforming English language education, making them essential for modern
learning.

Keywords: English Language Learning, Digital Tools, CALL, MALL, Interactive
Learning.

The dawn of the millenmium has seen many an innovation in terms of technology for
language learners. In fact, it has made it intriguing and fun to learn through a series of
game and activity-based sessions. The English language has adopted this tvpe of
pedagogy or methodology to 1gnite a spark of enthusiasm in its readers. This theory of
English language learing is known as CALL, which stands for Computer-Assisted
Language Learning. The basic aim of CALL is to enliven the whole process of language
learning through the introduction of language games and worksheets and providing a
virtual learning environment. It also equips one with web-based learning, This web-based
learning uses interactive whiteboards and also MALL (acronym for Mobile Assisted
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Language Learning). This basic idea of implementing CALL came through the idea of
language teachers believing in the ideology that the approach should be student-centric
rather than teacher-centric, This teaching methodology ensures dual advantages, Both are
interactive learning and individualized leaming. It also blends with other leaming
theories, like Stephen Krashen's Monitor Hypothesis. Krashen proposed five types of
hypotheses inhis theory. They are discussed in the following paragraph:

The acquisition learning hypothesis posits that language acquisition oecurs naturally, a
process known as unconscious effort. The second step is that a learner gradually starts
learning the rules of grammar itself. This stage helps in identifying the rules and
grammatical structure of the language The Monitor Hypothesis is based on the idea that
the learner is constantly theerizing about himself/herselt with the functional rules of
grammar. The learner must adhere to three essential rules. They are knowledgeable of
grammatical rules, forms of language, and reviewing and applying the rules of
language. The Natural Order Hypothesis posits that language learners acquire language
through the study of grammatical structures and rules. The rules of the first language
facilitate this acquisition. We cannot change or alter the universal rules of grammar; they
remain unchanged. The Input Hypothesis concerns itsell with the idea of acquiring the
second language itself. This theory reintroduces the idea that language is more acquired
than learned. It also reinstates the idea that the student receives language-based
information better when language learning becomes more fun-based. The final aspect of
this theory asserts a priori that emotional factors influence the Affective Filter
Hypothesis. There should be no stress on the learner to acquire language; instead, the
learning environment should be pleasing and friendly. It should be more of an
Unconsclous process, not a conscious one. Openness is the best approach to language
learning.

Canva, the digital tool under focus, comes under the category of the Affective Filter
Hypothesis. It is used as a graphic design interface that easily blends pictures and visual
effects in its template. It can also create presentations and generate visual content.It also
features a video-editing tool that makes it simple to embed videos into presentations and
visualizations. Canva serves as an efficient tool for English language learning. “Canva
for Work™ was launched in 2015; this gave importance to learning and organizing the
study of the English language through the style of presentation.Similarly. “Canva for
Education™ was implemented in 2019, This venture was provided with an aim of
providing a fruitful collaboration between the learner and the learned. The goal of
Canva's launch was to offer language learmming to undergraduate students. Language
learning is not only helpful in dealing with its various aspects, like usage, pronunciation,
syntax, and vocabulary, but it is also highly beneficial in making invitations and other
creative things.

The “drag and drop” option in Canva makes 1t intriguing and enriching for students to
make various templates and express themselves freely on topic-specific aspects.
Alongside this, the aspect of photo editing takes on preference in Canva, The freedom to
use Canva comes with having more than 50,000 templates. In this endeavour. the student
has more freedom to choose histher template based on the topic of interest and the fun
factor (activity) involved.One can simply uplead photos onto Canva, choose the
template, and save the file on the computer. They are further subcategorized as making
posters, flyers, presentations, graphics, etc. The process enhances the creativity of the
graduate students, This aids in showcasing their talent in the form of making pictures,
slides, and rendering animation to the videos created.Canva tickles at one’s creativity. It
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can also bring the images to lite and render an equally captivating and appalling network
of language and interactive worksheets and sessions. The aspects of cropping, adding
textures, and setting up dimensions aid in creating a photo on Canva successfully,

When compared to PowerPoint presentations on Word, Canva has many enhanced
features like the use of memes. Mernes are images or pictures created with the intention
of spreading light-hearted humor. Students in the age group of 1 7-20 experiment with all
sorts of designs and templates, giving in to the demands of the teachers. Customizable
templates are a unique feature of Canva. Itis highly useful in meeting the demands of the
youth and creating their interest in the genre as @ whole, It bears the advantage of being
the photo editor as well as the video editor in a single application. This dual quality caters
to both senses: hearing and visualizing, This is a wonderful sense of appeal it creates for
the leamners of English at the undergraduate level. What 1s more intriguing is the fact that
collage-making makes Canva stimulating and accessible to use. The intricacies of a tool
are fascinating to use when used minutely, like making a logo. Logo Maker is another
function of Canva. It brings in features, such as choosing the right colors, making it
incredible and collaborative within the team. The templates are not the typical ones:
instead, they are designer-approved color combinations, This approach gives it the
advantage of adjusting colors within the framework of the design itself,

To enhance students’ learning at the undergraduate level, these pointers are important.
Firstly, when 1t comes to using specific language-related vocabulary, Canva helps in
maintaining the simplicity of English language commmunication. If the user of Canva
employs simple language, it increases audience reachability and participation. It would
be helpful in maintaining or decoding complex language-related vocabulary. The user
can use his‘her discretion so well that he/she can gauge himself’herself for repetitive
sentences and edit them.Secondly, this software is topic-specific or theme-based. One
can generate content to achieve a desired tone or style. The quality of resonating images
and thinking words lends it to be a *see and feel” kind of experience. This software,
Canva, greatly stimulates creativity. The result of the creation could be an enniching
experience. Thirdly. this software. Canva, retains the first level of interest with the
receiver. It facilitates communication by meeting the needs of the receiver. One can
design his/her engagement with the audience and develop the content accordingly. Since
this software 1s highly interactive in nature, it is necessary to make it interesting and keep
it going too. This approach also facilitates the promotion of similar social brands. When
topics overlap and incorporate blended learning, the audience interacts. Lastly, through
this software. Canva, one can make the audience focus their efforts on understanding a
particular language-related topic and interact directly with the user. All the activities that
can be performed include word games, making simple statements, generating a link for
the audience, and helping them interact with the post.

The credoe of the present times is collaborative learning. This is a critical tool. The best
way to perform a teaching activity is by using one's own library or reference material asa
guide to learning. These consist of a wide array of lesson plans, reports, and posters.
Alongside this, extra features can be added, like those of GIFs, animation, and sound
graphics. Infographics is a portmanteau word for making information captivating and
adding graphics to it. It is possible to carry out individual work and teamwork efficiently
and effectively, leading to positive outcomes, Such activities can turn out to be very
effective in creating as well as retaining the interest of the students. Students can enhance
and nurture their critical thinking skills.On the other hand, students ¢an learn through
group projects or activities. Through group projects or activities, students learn two
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skills: group dynamics and language proficiency. An LMS (Learning Management
System) is created with the help ol this type of learnimg. Canva seamlessly integrates with
the LMS.

('anva has an open-access feature for K-12 instructors and educators, It needs to have a
district setup called Schoology. You can access submissions at the top right-hand corner
once you hand over the assignment. Students can be graded. and feedback is
provided Monitoring students' progress regularly is crucial for language learning. It is a
continuous exercise. Other additional features that Canva provides are a brand kit,
templates, presentation tools, SEL templates, advanced design features, app smash, and
video creation.Brand kits are assemblies that include graphics, colors, and fonts. It
amazes the students and helps them create fantastic assignments with theme-based
colors. Executing commands like placing a imerand blurring the screen enhances Canva
Magic Shorteuts. These are built-in tools to keep the presentation lively. These tools
serve as individual markers for presentations or tasks, This software can wonderfully
enhance engagement in lessons. This software serves the purpose of edutainment, where
it is a blend of both education and entertainment. The best-suited added feature of Canva
also eredits itself to being involved in group work. We refer to it as "group work". There
are two features involved: collaborating on the content and editing it. One can sort out the
content in the order of importance and edit or alter it according to the requirement.
Additionally, there are various tools like the Draw Tool, Colour Picker Tool, QR Code
Generator, Bitmoji Integration. and other devices. All these tools are excellent to use and
integrate well with each other, like the options in MS Word. These are personalized
emaoticons suited for any occasion. The addition of graphics makes it a fun feature to use
and interact with.

Language accessibility options make it a wonderful tool. The user can also learn using
their mother tongue. Users can activate the preferred option tab. Another feature is to use
the modifier key for single-key shortcuts. Language learning is never complete without
indulging in fun-time activities, especially while teaching undergraduates, Infographics
are awonderful way of introducing oneself in the activity session. The teacher can initiate
the process of introduction by using an infographic. You can type text messages to starta
discussion thread. Conversely, you can insert a downloadable infographic image file to
illustrate a theme. For instance, if the teacher 18 describing the quality of beauty, you can
upload images of beautiful faces. Just as a picture i1s worth a thousand words, so is the
preference for images over words. Here's the paragraph with a concluding statement:
Sharing templates with students at the same time helps in collaborating better with the
instructor. Emojis and language content can teach students a lot. This helps in
concentrating better and avoiding the distraction of browsing through social media sites.
Another important aspect of language learning at the undergraduate level is to teach
students an effective way of writing movie reviews. The skills that are required for this
endeavour are analytical wriling, creative thinking, and a message-oriented conclusion.
The movie poster-making app will integrate these three components, It is possible to
develop and rate movie reviews effectively. Additionally, you can assign students the
task of creating movie trailers using the provided video templates. Alternately, others can
also be created. The next creative venture is to give instructions for a task, This approach
replicates the idea of using an algorithm at work. Visually appealing content is delivered
from the comfort of the app. Work also involves the development of process posters, For
instance, a language student can list all eight parts of speech as part of a task that invelves
locating and organizing them, Making a sweet dish with the help of'a lowchart aids in the
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same process. Visuals and graphic images can add vitality and intrigue to the process.
You can also write and compose short stories and comic strips using the software Canva.
This facilitates the process of fostering creativity and puns, This process fosters the
inculcation of language learning through literature. This process makes short-dialogue
writing engaging and enjoyable, The best part of Canva is the liberty given to the user for
exploring templates suitable for the lesson and uploading their paper drawing as images.
You can generate engaging lessons and activity-based sessions by using Canva. Such
activities would continuously sustain the interest of the students. Another individual,
language-based task 1s to ¢create e-mail signatures in Canva, We don't model this after a
person's printed, original signature. It is a creative blend of efforts aimed at achieving
originality. You can choose and customize email templates based on vour requirements.
Until recently, people believed that creating a newsletter was an impossible task. But
with the innovation of technology, it has become an effortless task. Canva provides
readymade templates thal are easy for teachers to use and employs innovative methods to
engage students in activities. Next comes the most captivating factor of creating
worksheets, resources, and other activities of study. Easy accessibility to files aids in the
quick development of building up teaching resources. Target-specific content, also
known as the point of necessity, can generate resources. The most intriguing tool of
language learning is the concept of presentation hacks. Canva's most innovative feature
1s its inspiration from technology and its ability to reach out to its users. Its catchwords
have been collaborative, creative, and comment-based.

In conclusion, this platform serves as a powerful educational tool that seamlessly
integrates technology with language learning, enhancing creativity. engagement, and
accessibility for both teachers and students.
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Abstract

John Berger's Ways of Seeing (1972) revolutionized how we see images, arguing that
context, power structures, and mass reproduction shape visual interpretation. In the
digital age, platforms like Instagram have transformed visual culture, making images
more accessible yet subject to new ways of use, interpretation and commodification. This
paper explores the relevance of Berger's theories in the modern time of social media,
discussing how these digital platforms modify the individual's way of looking at an
image and also the relationship between the viewer, the image, and the
artist/photographer. By examining Instagram's algorithm-driven visibility, user-curated
aesthetics, play of hashtags and the interaction of images and captions, the paper
highlights continuities and transformations in visual culture from Berger's time to the
present. Eventually, the papermaintains that while Instagram democratises image-
making, 1t also remnforces capitalistic structures and curated self-representation,
mirroring Berger's concerns about the interference of capitalistic regimes and market
forces inindividual's understanding of art.

Keywords: Visual Culture, Social Media. Commodification, Capitalism, Aesthetics.

Introduction

John Berger (1926-2017) was a British art critic, novelist, and cultural theorist best
known for Ways of Seemng (1972), aninnovativeanalysis of visual culture. He studied at
the Chelsea School of Art before becoming an influential writer and broadeaster. His
work spoke about the relationship between art, politics, and society, challenging
traditional perspectiveson art criticism. Berger won the Booker Prize in 1972 for his
novel G. and donated half ol the prize money to the Black Panther Party as protest against
Booker McConnell's ties with slavery in Caribbean. In his acceptance speech, he
criticized the sponsors for being part of slavery and exploitation of the Blacks. His
Marxist approach to art eriticism and his deep engagement with social 1ssues made him a
defining intellectual of' his time.
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John Berger's 1972 workWays of Seeing revolutionized how we understand images,
arguing that the act of seemng is not impartial but shaped by the market forces and context,
ideology, and technology, His analysis of how paintings were historically perceivedand
how those perceptions shifted with the advent of photography and mass
reproductionremains deeply relevant today, This paper explores how Berger's theories
can be applied to social media, particularly Instagram. where the reproduction,
manipulation. and circulation of images have reached unprecedented levels. In an era
defined by algorithmic curation and performative self-representation, Berger's
wordspresent a vital framework for understanding contemporary visual culture. This
paper will expand on key themes such as the reproduction of images, the male gaze, and
the power structures that administer digital visual culture, ultimately demonstrating that
Berger's theories remain indispensable in analysing the way images distort the lived
reality in the contemporary limes.

Ways of Seeing is a formative work in art c¢niticism that challenges traditional
perspectives on visual culture. Originally a BBC television series in four episodes, it
explores how historyinteracts with the present to create contexts that shape the way we
'see’. He claims that seeing 1s not a passive act but an active performative act deeply
influenced by ideology, power structures, and reproduction technologies, His critique of
traditional art forms, particularly European oil painting, connects historical visual
traditions to contemporary forms of representation, including advertising. architecture,
painting, film and photography.

The Influence of Perspective and Power

Berger begins by emphasizing that our ways ol seeing are conditioned by historical and
cultural contexis. He analyses traditional art history’s focus on a fixed, neutral viewpoini.
He argues that perspective is shaped by power—what we see, how we see it, and who
controls visual culture are political matters. Since the advent of art and visual culture,
paintings were often used by the powerful to te reinforce their patrons, whether religious
institutions, sovereigns, or the aristocracy.

One of Berger's key arguments is that reproducing images changes their meaning, Before
photography, paintings were unique objects, confined to specific locations for which they
were made, for example, churches, museums, palaces ete. The advent of mechanical
reproduction—photography, film, and print media brought images to the common places
and accessible to common man, stripping them of their original context and shifting the
focus of their significance. Berger claims that this creates a new relationship between the
viewer and the artwork, Reproduced images are no longer tied to one interpretation; they
can be cropped, altered, or placed alongside other images, affecting how they are
understood.

The Male Gaze and Gender Representation

A key chapter in Ways of Seeing addresses the portrayal of women in art. Berger argues
that European oil paintings depict women as objects for male spectatorship. He
introduces the concept that “men act and women appear,” meaning that in classical art,
women are primarily portrayed ag passive figures designed to be looked at, they demand
to be looked at and are faced away from the viewer. The viewer gains power over the
female object. This dynamiccontinues in modern advertising and media, where women
are depicted in ways that cater 1o male viewers rather than reflecting their own
subjectivity. His analysis prefigures later feminist critiques, such as Laura Mulvey's
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theory of the "male gaze." Present day examples ofadvertisements of male
undergarments and deodorantsshowing half-clad women with erotic facial expressions
and sensual body language suggest the objectification of women for the purpose of male
market oriented commercial strategy.

The Mystification of Art and Capitalism

Berger critiques how traditional art history had mystified paintings, making them appear
as distant, elite objects. Paintings were bestowed with an air of perplexity and mystery
which could only be unravelled by the rich and the powerful. He challenges the idea that
art should be viewed as a timeless aesthetic experience, arguing instead that artworks are
shaped by economic and social forces. He also examines how advertising borrows trom
fine art. using images to sell products and lifestyles in a capitalist economy. In this way,
he draws a connection between historical patronage and modern consumer culture.

Wavs of Seeing remains influential because it reshapes our understanding of how images
function. By demonstrating that seeing is an active, interpretive process influenced by
historical and ideological factors, Berger encourages a more critical engagement with
visual culture, from classical paintings to contemporary media. His work continues to be
a foundation for discussions on art, representation, and power.

The Reproduction of Images: From Oil Paintings to Instagram Posts

Berger emphasizes how technological reproduction alters the way images [unction. In
the pre-modem era, paintings existed as singular artifacts, experienced only by those
with physical access. The invention of photography disrupted this exclusivity, allowing
images to be widely disseminated. This shift democratized access but also
decontexiualized artworks, changing their meanings and relationships with viewers.
Instagram represents the culmination of this process. Every image shared on the platform
exists in multiple iterations—cropped, filtered, edited, and reinterpreted by diverse
audiences in terms of age, sex, gender, race, colour, caste and many other unimaginable
varieties. Unlike traditional paintings. which were embedded in a particular historical
and cultural milieu, Instagram images are hyper-circulated and continuously
recontextualized. A single post might be transformed through reposting, reproduced in
meme culture, or appropriated for commercial purposes, further detaching it from its
original intent and attaching it with newer hashtags. The hashtag culture has further
distorted the purpose and the end result of the photograph.

Additionally, Instagram’s function as a visual archive enables an unprecedented form of
image consumption, where past and present visuals coexist i a lively ever-changing
siream. This high accessibility intensifies the shifting of meanings, as the context in
which an image is received can vary significantly depending on the audience's
background, location, or even algorithmic placement. Berger's argument that
reproduction transforms the autherity of an image is more apparent than ever—what was
once a singular artistic expression is now a fluid and evolving entity, shaped by collective
reinterpretation, altering the collective consciousness of the target audience.

The Male Gaze and the Performative Self

Berger's most poignant argument concemns the male gaze in art. He explains how
traditional European oil paintings often depicted women as objects of male
spectatorship, reinforcing gendered power structures. The rise of social media has
complicated this dynamic rather than ending it. Instagram, while allowing for self-
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representation, often pressures users—particularly women—to follow idealized
aestheties dictated by mainstream beauty standards. Filters, editing tools. and
algorithmic reinforcement shape what 1s deemed visually desirable, creating a new kind
of'self-surveillance' that echoes Berger's critiques.

Moreover, Instagram fosters a performative culture where individuals craft their identity
to maximize user engagement. Unlike historical paintings, which were made by external
artists, social media users play the double role of the artist and the subject of their own
digital portraits. This self-aware construction of identity raises questions about
authenticity, agency, and the commuodification of personal images.

Now the male gaze has advanced into an algorithmic gaze—one where beauty norms are
not just dictated by social conventions but reintorced by digital metrics such as likes,
comments, and engagement rates. The pressure to adhere to these standards has led to
widespread use of body-altering filters and editing tools, making the concept of
‘authentic’ self-representation more ambiguous. As a result, Berger's critique of visual
culture is extraordinarily relevant; individuals sense of being is shaped by the
expectations of an unseen yet all-pervadingviewer.

The Power of the Algorithm: Who Controls the Image?

Berger was concerned with the power structures governing visual culture. In Ways of
Seeing, he critiques how the elite controlled the production and circulation of images,
influencing public perception. In the digital age, control has shifted o tech corporations
whose algorithms dictate visibility. Unlike traditional gatekeepers such as museums or
art patrons, platforms like Instagram use opaque metrics of engagement to determine
which images gain traction.

This algorithmic curation impacts artistic expression, social activism. and cultural
discourse. For instance, Instagram has been criticized for suppressing certain content,
whether politically charged images or posts that challenge dominant beauty norms.
These features have been used by political heavyweights to influence the voting
behaviour of people, questioning the very definition of power of democracy. This raises
the question: If Berger argued that paintings in the past served the ideological interests of
their patrons, to what extent do social media platforms serve the interests of advertisers,
political parties and corporate entities today?

Influencer culture has transformed personal imagery into a monetizable asset, where
users strategically curate their online presence to attract brand sponsorships. This shift
reinforces Berger's concerns aboul the intersection of visual culture and
capitalism-—what was once an ¢lite-driven mechanism for shaping perception is now
dictated by algorithmic governance and economic incentives,

The Democratization of Art and the New Spectator

While Berger criticized traditional power structures, he also acknowledged that mass
reproduction allowed for greater accessibility to art, Social media, in a similar fashion,
has democratized visual culture by enabling anyone with a smartphone to participate in
the production and distribution of images. The artworks are no longer mystified and
religious objects, but they are in a decentralized open arena to be neutrally looked at by
the common man, This shift has given rise to new forms of activism. where visual
storytelling becomes a powerful tool for social change.

For example, movements such as #MeToo and #BlackLivesMatter have used Instagram
to mobilize support, share testimonies. and challenge dominant narratives. The ability to
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instantly share visual content has shitted the dynamics of power, allowing marginalized
voices to reach global audiences. However, this democratization is not without its
limitations—algorithmic bias, content moderation policies, and corporate interests still
influence which narratives gain visibility, Berger's insights on power structures remain
critical in examining the limitations of this digital democratization.

Conclusion

Berger's understanding and eritique of visual culture are extremely relevant in the
modern age of social media, The principles he identitfied—mass reproduction, the male
gaze, and the power structures governing imageryhave evolved in complex ways.
Instagram, as a platform of constant image circulation, exemplifies the acceleration of
these dynamics, making it essential to critically examine who controls visual narratives
and how they shape conlemporary ways of seemng. In applying Berger's theories to the
digital landscape, we can better understand the forces shaping our perception in an age of
numbers driven visual culture. The question remains—are we truly seeing, or are we
merely consuming predetermined visual narratives in this era of extensive art
reproduction and algorithmic control?
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“Man for the field and woman for the hearth:

Man tor the sword and for the needle she;

Man with the head and woman with the heart:

Man to command and woman to obey:

All else confusion™ (Tennyson 51)
The above-mentioned lines give a succinet glimpse into the Victorianism which was in
proximity with the chauvinistic social values as enunciated by Alfred Tennyson in his
poem 'The Princess', They surmise well the roles of men and women in those times
stereotyped and standardized into becoming a convention while all else remains a
'confusion’. The women activists have been toiling hard since then, into dismanthng such
preconceived notions.
Feminism as a school of ideology was not aninstant thought but it involves ages of strife
and perseverance to attain the shape it has taken today. The first-wave femmism emerged
in the mineteenth and the inital twentieth century m the United States and the United
Kingdom. This activism was largely focussed on reinforcing pelitical position. Women
suffragette movement did create a jolt in the European continent and elsewhere. The
second-wave feminism largely worked on the similar ground whereby the feminists
delved deeper into this mechanism and candidly inferred that the cultural and political
inequalities are inextricably hinked and highly politicized by the sexist power structures.
The third-wave feminism which spans from the 1990's until today, is more concerned in
transgressing the boundaries and conceptions of gender which were heavily inclusive of
men.
Earlier women were never encapsulated in the ambit of professionalism, They were
never allowed to work and even if they were, until later, they were deprived of their due
credit. Women have now come out demanding social. political and significantly
economic equality in every walk of life, However, despite years of struggle there still
exists a certain degree of disparity when it comes to acknowledging their deserved share
erther in cash orin kind,
According to the United States Bureau of Labour Statistics- “over the year 2014, women
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with full-time jobs received average earnings of $719 per week, and this was 17 percent
less than what men brought in on average, $87 1" (Gender Statistics m 5 Charts, 2016).
LeanIn.Org and McKinsey indicated that “Women are less likely 1o receive the first
critical promotion to manager—so far fewer end up on the path to leadership—and they
are less likely to be hired into more senior positions. .. Corporate America promotes men
at 30 percent higher rates than women during early career stages. .. (Leanln.Org, 2016).
Alan Jope, the President of Personal Care at Unilever reported during the World
Economic Forum's Annual Meeting, *...things have gotten worse during 2016 and
economic gender equality will not be achieved foranother 170 years™(Broome, 201 8).
Paul Kim Liang's short story 'Jasmine's Father' attempts to explore one such dimension,
of the inequality meted out to women at workplace or other professional circles. The
story is the befitting instance of gender bias which refuses to view women as credible
entities primarily because of the mnsecurities and professional envy of the male
counterpart. Jasmine, the archetypal frec-spirited Americanized woman has to withstand
the same, whilst she knows no bounds. She lives away from her father; from whose
perspective the story has been told. Her father like every typical father expects her to get
married so that he can have lots and lots of grandchildren to dote on, however, he
renounces all lus aspirations upon seging the kind of woman Jasmine has nurtured into.
He never questions her impulsive decisiveness rather lets her be herself. Extremely
opimionated by temperament and a rebel by spint, she knows her dreams, how to
materialize them and the repercussions involved in bringing them to life. She is not
essentially an American but is everything an American individual stands for. Her
character is marked by a resolute fearlessness. Her negation of the familial tes and other
relationships resonates the Americanism which seems to have descended her spirit.
Success and principally money is the sole driving force in the life of such a progressive
woman.In other words, she is precisely what all the earlier feminists desired. struggled
and rebelled to be. The treatment meted out to Jasmineg at her workplace is categorically
prejudiced and unjust, The same 15 evident from the following excerpt from the story:
“The last straw was when they promoted the nerdy colleague seated across trom her. She
fumed, how can he be promoted when he clearly has less experience than | have? She
insinuated that there was an element of sexism-and yes, even racism involved-because
that Chinese guy was simply undeserving. Obviously, she concluded, The System, which
she already had precious little faith in, was irredeemable” (QLRS: Jasmine's Father | Vol.
1 Na. 1 Oet 2001, 2023 ).

It is an indietment on the inherently racist and sexist structure which tries its best to
victimize Jasmine albeit she shuns it away before she makes plans to move to Canada.
This system, chiefly rooted upon the patriarchal construct fails to acknowledge the
meritocracy of worthy candidates and is at the same time willing to accommodate the less
credible lot simply in order to satiate to one's egotism for they cannot bear a woman ahead
of them either in societal or in professional spheres. Nevertheless, Jasmine's
characteristic demeanour lies in her refusal to budge at the face of authority so much so
that she remains at loggerheads with the system. Not only this, her eagerness to expose
her boss adds an 1cing to the cake while she retorts:

*..she will expunge all those important files which she had been responsible for and
expose her boss as an inefficient oaf who shirked responsibilities and was focussed on
hogging all the credit and limelight. Why should the mcompetent braggart benefit from
the groundwork she had so diligently laid in place?”

What we gather out of this is that Jasmine is not of run-of-the-mill lot to let go things but a
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remarkably exceptional woman to throw back, rather kick authority at its face with the
intention of unhinging it from the very base. The author also takes a jibe at the workplace
environmen! and the office politics which operates undernecath. Jasmine's father
compares the professional scenario of his time to that of his daughter's while asserting;
*...the stories...were so full of fierce conviction and rancorous blame, her office
appeared to be a dangerous minefield. I was concerned. How could there be such
blatantly unprofessional behaviour in a well-known company, in a country distinguished
by its sense of fair play... | was outraged as well. especially when | reminisced about the
musty but quiet staft room where | spent decades of my life, where the atmosphere was
one of the placid diligence and civil discussion.™

There is a sea of difference in the office ambience of the two owing to the cut throat
competition which surrounds today's generation. Along with it, racism and gender
disparity peppered up with dirty politics only catapults the already critical scenario,
subsequent to which, women like Jasmine leave no stone unturned in undoing and
emasculating the inherently male domineering system. Nothing in the world would
hinder such women to carry out her will, no matter how hard the other gender might try to
restrain her, she would only emerge with cutrageous vigour all the more.

If men cannot compete at par with women professionally then the plausible retribution to
take its form is either molestation or even rape. This isn't an overbroad generalization but
a presumption that by demeaning her honour or by pushing her buttons, it gets casier to
have sovereignty over her. Numerous stories of sexualmolestation turn up every day.
Tarun Tejpal. the former editor-in-chief of Tehalka magazine, charged of molesting a
woman colleague, is a visible instance of it.

What is important to note is that the workplace harassment targets specific groups
comprising women. homosexuals, racial minorities and people with disabilities.
Individuals who come within these groups are usually taken as either weak or as lacking
something which is generally considered as indispensable, thereupon the first gender
gets an occasion to oppress the otherwise thought 'inessential' group. Moreover,
Kimberlé Crenshaw's concept of intersectionality sheds light on how overlapping
identities impact experiences with discrimination (Crenshaw). For instance, women of
color face unique challenges due not only to their gender but also their race—a reality
that must be addressed within feminist discourse.

Research by Eagly and Carli highlights that women often encounter unique challenges in
achieving leadership roles due to systemic biases within organizations. As noted by
Sheryl Sandberg in her book entitledLean In, women are often overlooked for
promotions despite their qualifications, which perpetuates gender inequality in corporate
environments, Naomi Wolfl also argues that even societal beauty standards can
undermine women's confidence and professional opportunities, further complicating
their fight for equality.

In addition to literature like "Jasmine's Father,” cultural representation plays a significant
role in shaping perceptions about gender roles and equality. Media portrayals ofien
reflect societal norms but can also challenge stereotypes through diverse narratives
showcasing strong female characters who defy traditional roles. For example:

Television Series: Shows like The Handmaid's Tale highlight issues surrounding
women's rights while presenting dystopian futures where these rights are stripped away.
Films: Movies such as Hidden Figures celebrate women's contributions in fields like
science and technology while addressing historical discrimination.

Social Media: Platforms like Instagram allow women to share their stories directly with
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audiences worldwide—creating communities around shared experiences,

Despite the major rift, Feninism as a movement in today's world no longer remains an
unprecedented phenomenon rather it has been incorporated into people's psyche as a way
of coming to terms with the 'other' gender, viewing it as an able entity within itself so
much so, that even men have begun to embrace the notion with sheer acceptance. This
sentument aligns with Bell Hooks' assertion that feminism should be inclusive for all
genders (Hooks).

The similar contention was claimed by the Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in
the United Nations youth empowerment campaign that boys ought to be raised as
feminists as much as girls since "our sons have the responsibility to change our culture of
sexism'(Staffand agencies, 2017).

It's as if Justin has precisely synopsized the solution to this existing rift by reiterating the
fact that the urgency lies in traming not only girls but also the boys. right at the onset so
that they may collectively make a just society.

Feminism is a global movement. transcending Western contexts and evolving in diverse
forms that reflect local cultures and unique socio-political issues:

Feminism in Global South: In areas like Africa, Latin America andSouth Asiafeminism is
often intertwined with anti-colonial struggles, Activists in these areas work to address not
only gender equality but also imterconnected concerns such as poverty, educational
access. reproductive rights, and economic parity.

Indigenous Feminism: Indigenous women are at the forefront of movements to reclaim
their rights and assert their roles within their communities. Their activism challenges
both colonial histories and contemporary forms of oppression, advocating for the
preservation of culture, land, and sovereignty while promoting gender equality.
Transnational Feminism: This approach emphasizes solidarity across borders,
recognizing the interconnectedness of global issues that disproportionately atfect
women. From trafficking and migration to climate change, transnational feminism seeks
collective action to tackle systemic injustices on a global scale, fostering a sense of unity
and shared responsibility among women worldwide.

Feminism is a diverse and evolving movement that reflects the unique experiences,
histories, and challenges faced by women worldwide. Although it is often associated
with Western contexts, feminism extends far beyond these boundaries. with different
regions shaping their own feminist movements based on local social, political, and
cultural realities.

In many parts of the world, feminism is deeply connected to broader struggles for human
rights, economic justice, and the dismantling of systemic oppression. Gender inequality
cannot be separated from other problemslike education, healthcare, economic
opportunity, and social equality. Feminist movements recognize the interconnectedness
of these issues and seek to address them holistically.

Importantly, contemporary feminism also brings atiention to the distinct challenges
faced by marginalized women, such as those in rural communities, Indigenous
populations, or under repressive governments. These women experience a unique form
of oppression, compounded by the intersections of gender, class, raceand other factors.
They often lead the charge in challenging patriarchal systems that have long held power
over their lives.

As feminism continues to grow on a global scale, it also grapples with emerging 15sues
such as technology and digital rights. The rise of social media has provided new
opportunities for women to organize and speak out, but it has also introduced new
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challenges, like online harassment. which disproportionately affects women. Digital
platforms have become both spaces for empowerment and places where sexism
manifests in new and harmful ways.

One of the ongoing critiques of mainstream feminism is its historical tendency to
prioritize the voices and perspectives of Western women, often leaving out women from
the Global South, women of color. and those inmarginalized communities. This critique
has led to a more inclusive, intersectional approach that seeks to amplify diverse voices
and experiences. ensuring that feminism is not just a reflection of one group's struggles
but of all women's lived realities.

Atits core, global feminism is not a single, unified movement but a rich tapestry of ideas,
actions. and solidarities. Its strength lies in its ability to adapt to local contexts while
remaining committed to the universal goal of gender justice, striving tor a world where
every individual. regardless of their gender, background location, can hive with dignity.
In conclusion, wheresignificant progress has been donein achieving gendered equality
through various waves of feminism over centuries—from suffrage movements through
contemporary discussions about intersectionality—the journey continues amid
persistent disparities across different sectors. Literature like "Jasmine's Father" serves as
both reflection and eritique on these ongoing struggles against systemic sexism while
illustrating resilience among women who refuse complacency within patriarchal
structures.
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Abstract

The globalization of English language education has led to the integration of diverse
literary texts into academic curricula, exposing students to a variety of cultural contexts
that may be unfamiliar and challenging to navigate. This paper examines how first-yvear
undergraduate students at Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, engage with the
prescribed course book Tales of Life, which features literary works from different
cultural backgrounds. Focusing on two stories—The Umbrella by Guy de Maupassant
and The Lament by Anton Chekhov—this study explores the cultural and situational
dissonance experienced by students in Punjab when interacting with texts rooted n
European social and cultural frameworks. The analysis reveals that while these global
narratives aim to broaden students' perspectives, they often ereate interpretive challenges
due to cultural unfamiliarity, limiting students’ ability to fully engage with the texts. The
findings highlight the need for culturally responsive pedagogies that effectively bridge
olobal literary content with students” local realities. Incorporating contextual teaching
strategies can foster deeper comprehension, critical thinking, and cross-cultural
understanding, ensuring that global literature resonates meaningfully with learners in
regional contexts. This study underscores the importance of balancing global exposure
with local relevance in English language teaching to create an inclusive and enriching
learning experience.

Introduction

In an era of rapid globalization, English language education in Punjab has undergone
significant transformation, increasingly incorporating texts from diverse cultural,
historical, and social backgrounds. This shift reflects broader educational goals aimed at
fostering global awareness and cross-cultural competence among students. The
inclusion of international literary works, media content, and multimodal resources
introduces learners to a wide array of cultural narratives and perspectives, encouraging
them to engage with ideas beyond their immediate environment. However, these texts
bring with them distinet cultural, historical, and socio-political contexts that may be
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untamiliar or even inaccessible to students rooted in local traditions and societal norms.
This cultural gap presents both opportunities for broadening perspectives and challenges
in comprehension and eritical engagement,

Scholars have long emphasized the significance of context in shaping textual meaning.
ledema, Feez, and White (2008) assert that every text is deeply embedded in its social
context, both nfluencing and being influenced by the cultural environment 1n which it 1s
produeed and interpreted. This relationship between text and context highlights the need
for readers to possess not only linguistic competence but also cultural awareness to fully
grasp the intended meanings and nuances within a text. Similarly, Searle (1979)
underscores the indispensability of context in understanding meaning, arguing that no
text exists in isolation from the cultural, social, and situational frameworks that surround
it. Without adequate contextual knowledge, readers may struggle to interpret character
motivations, cultural references, and implicit themes, leading to partial or surface-level
understanding.

Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL). a theory developed by Halliday and further
expanded by scholars like Butt et al. (2000), provides a valuable framework for
understanding how context shapes textual meaning. SFL identifies two critical
dimensions of confext: the context of situation and the context of culture, The context of
situation refers to immediate extralinguistic factors—such as the participants involved,
the setting, and the purpose of communication—that influence how a text is constructed
and understood. On the other hand, the context of culture encompasses broader cultural
systems, values, and shared knowledge that inform the production and interpretation of
texts. In educational settings, both dimengions play a crucial role in how students engage
with and interpret literary works, especially when these works oniginate from foreign
cultural landscapes.

Within this theoretical framework, English classrooms in Punjab face the complex
challenge of engaging students with texts situated in distant socio-cultural contexts.
These texts often present unfamiliar social norms, historical references, and cultural
values that require an active and often demanding process of meaning-making. Students
must navigate not only linguistic differences but also cultural nuances that may be far
removed from their lived experiences. This cognitive and cultural negotiation demands
pedagogical strategies that support students in bridging these gaps, fostering both
linguistic proficiency and intercultural competence.

Moreover, the globalized curriculum aims to cultivate a transnational perspective in
learners, encouraging them to think beyond local boundarnies and engage with global
issues, themes, and narratives, However. the success ol this approach largely depends on
how effectively students can connect with the material, Without adequate scaffolding,
culturally distant texts may alienate students or hinder their ability to engage in
meaningful analysis and reflection. Therefore. educators must adopt culturally
responsive teaching practices thal contextualize global literature in ways that are
relatable and accessible to students in Punjab.

Apgainst this backdrop, the present study investigates how undergraduate students at
Guru Nanak Dev Unmiversity, Amritsar, mteract with culturally distant texts mcluded in
their English language curriculum. It secks to understand how these students navigate
cultural and situational dissonance while engaging with global literary works and how
this interaction contributes to fostering a transnational perspective in English language
education. By examining the students' responses to seleeted texts and exploring the
challenges they face in interpreting foreign cultural contexts, this study aims to highlight
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the need for pedagogical strategies that bridge global narratives with local realities.
Ultimately, the research aspires to contribute to the ongoing discourse on inclusive and
contextually responsive language education in an increasingly interconnected world.

Methodology

The research focuses on a comprehensive qualitative analysis of two caretully selected
stories—The Umbrella by Guy de Maupassant and The Lament by Anton
Chekhov—from the prescribed course book Tales of Life (Singh et al., 2008). These
stories were chosen due to their distinet cultural settings, narrative styles, and thematic
depth, which contrast significantly with the socto-cultural realities experienced by
students in Punjab. By analyzing these texts, the study aims to explore how students
engage with literature rooted in foreign contexts and how this engagement impacts their
understanding and mterpretation of global narratives.

The Umbrella, set in 1 9th-century France, delves into themes of materialism, deception,
and the subtle dynamics of marital relationships. It presents characters whose
motivations and social interactions are deeply embedded in the historical and cultural
fabric of French society. For students in Punjab, where familial and social structures are
shaped by entirely different traditions and values, relating to the characters' behavior and
societal norms may present interpretive challenges. Understanding the underlying
commentary on social status and personal values m this story requires students to
navigate cultural references that may not directly align with their own experiences.
Similarly, The Lament, set in pre-revolutionary Russia, explores profound themes of
grief, loneliness, and the universal human need for empathy and connection. The
protagonist’s silent suffering and the societal indifference he encounters are framed
within the cultural and social realities of Russian life during that period. For students in
Punjab, where expressions of grief and communal support are often culturally ingrained
and openly displayed, the subdued and isolated portrayal of mourning in this story might
seem emotionally distant or culturally unfamiliar. This cultural gap necessitates a deeper
level of eritical engagement to understand the story's emotional depth and social critique.
The contrasting cultural contexts and thematic content of these two stories provide arich
ground for examining how students interpret and interact with global literary texts. The
qualitative analysis focuses on students” responses to these narratives. exploning how
they process unfamiliar cultural norms, character motivations, and narrative techniques.
It also seeks to understand the strategies students employ to make sense of these stories
and the extent to which they can draw connections between the themes presented and
their own cultural experiences.

Through this focused analysis, the study aims to highlight the challenges and
opportunities that arise when students engage with culturally distant texts in an English
language learning environment. It also seeks to provide insights mto how such literary
exposure can contribute to developing a transnational perspective, encouraging students
to think bevond their immediate cultural boundaries while fostering empathy and eritical
thinking. The findings are expected to offer valuable implications for adopting culturally
responsive teaching strategies that bridge the gap between global literary content and
loeal student experiences, ultimately enhancing the effectiveness of English language
education in Punjab.

Analysisand Discussion
Encountering Foreign Contexts in The Umbrella Guy de Maupassant’s The Umbrella
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presents a cultural and situational context that is largely unfamiliar to students in Punjab,
posing unique interpretive challenges. The depiction of an umbrella as an essential daily
accessory, particularly for men, stands in stark contrast to its limited and largely seasonal
use in Punjab. In the region's socio-cultural context, umbrellas are typically used during
monsoons or extreme heat, primarily serving a practical function rather than symbolizing
social status or personal care. However. in the French setting of the story, the umbrella
holds symbolic and material value, reflecting concerns with appearance, social
perception, and personal pride. This nuanced portraval is difficult for students to relate to,
as such symbolic associations are largely absent in their cultural experience.

Moreover, the concept of insuring everyday items, such as an umbrella, is foreign to
Indian students. who are accustomed to insuring only significant assets like property,
vehicles, or life. In the context of Punjab, where insurance practices are typically
associated with safeguarding high-value possessions, the notion of insuring a relatively
inexpensive and mundane item appears both peculiar and excessive, This difference in
cultural practices around financial security and material ownership may create a
disconnect, making it challenging for students to grasp the underlving commentary on
materialism and economiec anxieties presented in the story.

Another critieal cultural contrast emerges in the portrayal of gender dynamics within the
narrative. The Umbrella subverts traditional gender roles by depicting Madame Onelle
as a dominant and assertive figure who exercises significant control over her subnussive
husband, Mr. Orielle. This inversion of gender norms contrasts sharply with the largely
patriarchal social structure prevalent in Punjab, where traditional gender roles are more
rigidly defined, In many Punjabi households, male authority figures are typically viewed
as the decision-makers, while women are often expected to conform to domestic roles,
despite ongoing societal shifis toward gender equality. Mr. Orielle’s passive and
compliant behavior, influenced by his wite's assertiveness, may appear unusual or even
unsettling to students, challenging their ingrained perceptions of marital dynamics,

This cultural divergence creates a complex interpretive space where students must
critically engage with unfamiliar power structures and gender relationships. For many,
this might provoke reflection on their own societal norms, encouraging discussions on
how gender roles are constructed and maintained across different cultures. However,
without guided classroom discussions and cultural contextualization, students may
struggle to fully comprehend or appreciate the critique of materialism and gender
dynamics embedded within the story.

Isolation and Cultural Centrast in The Lament

Anton Chekhov's The Lament introduces students to a stark and emotionally desolate
Russian landscape, marked by heavy snowfall and cold, bleak surroundings. This harsh,
snow-laden setting is a significant departure from Punmjab's climate, which is
characterized by hot summers, mild winters, and a largely agrarian lifestyle. The severe,
cold environment in the story mirrors the emotional isolation of the protagonist, lona
Potapov, a grieving father struggling to find selace afler the death of his son. For students
in Punjab, where social support systems are deeply ingrained in the cultural fabric, lona's
profound loneliness and the absence of communal empathy present a striking contrast to
familiar mourmng practices.

Punjabi society places a strong emphasis on community support and collective grieving
in times of loss. The extended family, friends, and neighbors traditionally play active
roles in comforting the bereaved. offering emotional support, and participating in
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elaborate mourning rituals. Death is often marked by communal gatherings, prayers, and
rituals that collectively honor the deceased and provide solace to the family. In contrast,
Tona's experience of isolation in The Lament—his failed attempts to communicate his
griefto indifferent passengers—portrays a society where individual suffering is met with
emotional distance and neglect.

This cultural gap challenges students to understand the story's subtle exploration of
human loneliness and societal apathy. Tona's quiet suffering and the cold, indifferent
responses he receives might appear unsettling or even alien to students accustomed to
overt displays of communal empathy. This unfamiliar portrayval of grief compels students
to reflect on how emotional pain is processed and expressed differently across cultures.
However, without adequate cultural context, students may misinterpret the story's
depiction of isolation as unrealistic or emotionally distant, thereby missing its deeper
commentary on human disconnection and the universal need for compassion.

Implications of Transnational Orientation in English Education

The inclusion of stories like The Umbrella and The Lament in Punjab’s English language
curriculum exemplifies the transnational How of literary content mto local educational
contexts, This aligns with Jiménez et al,’s (2015) concept of transnationals—individuals
who actively engage in cross-border exchanges of ideas. experiences. and cultural
narratives. The integration of global hiterature in Enghsh classrooms aims to expand
students’ intellectual honzons, foster cross-cultural understanding, and cultivate global
citizenship. However, while this exposure provides valuable opportunities for
broadening perspectives, it also presents significant challenges.

Students often encounter cultural dissonance when engaging with texts that are far
removed from their lived experiences. Without proper pedagogical support, this
dissonance can hinder comprehension, limit engagement, and reduce the effectiveness of
literary instruction, Complex themes such as materialism, gender dvnamics, loneliness,
and grief, when presented within foreign cultural frameworks, may be difficult for
students to fully grasp without adequate contextual scaffolding. This highlights the
critical need for culturally responsive teaching practices that bridge the gap between
global narratives and local realities.

Implementing culturally responsive pedagogy involves providing students with the
historical. social, and cultural background necessary to interpreét foreign texts
meaningfully. Teachers can incorporate pre-reading activities, discussions on cultural
norms, and comparative analyses that connect the themes of global literature to local
contexts. For instance, exploring how materialism manifests in Punjabi society or
comparing mourning customs across cultures can foster deeper engagement with the
texts. Such strategies not only enhance comprehension but also encourage students to
critically reflect on their own cultural assumptions and biases.

Moreover. integrating global literature with local narratives can enrich students'
understanding of universal human experiences, promoting empathy and intercultural
sensitivity. By navigating culturally diverse texts, students develop the ability to think
beyond their immediate surroundings, fostering a transnational mindset that values
multiple perspectives. This balanced approach ensures that students remain connected to
their cultural identity while gaining the skills needed to engage with the globalized
world.

In conclusion, the analysis of The Umbrella and The Lament reveals both the challenges
and
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opportunities inherent in incorporating culturally distant texts into English language
education m Punjab. These stories underscore the importance ol adopting inclusive and
culturally responsive teaching strategies that mediate cultural gaps and support
meaningful literary engagement. By fostering critical thinking and cultural awareness,
educators can transform these global narratives into powerful tools for personal growth
and global understanding, ultimately enriching the educational experience and preparing
students for active participation in an interconnected world.

Summing up

This study highlights the complexities and dualities involved in introducing
transnational literary texts into English classrooms in Punjab. While exposure to
culturally diverse narratives like The Umbrella and The Lament expands students’ global
perspectives, it also presents significant challenges in comprehension and engagement
due to cultural and situational dissonance. These findings emphasize the need for
pedagogical strategies that thoughtfully bridge global content with local contexts,
ensuring that students can critically engage with and relate to diverse literary works.
English educators must adopt culturally responsive teaching methods that foster both
cultural empathy and critical thinking, enabling students to navigate and appreciate the
nuances of transnational literature. Future research could further investigate how
localized and adaptive instructional approaches can enhance student engagement with
global texts. ensuring that literary education remains inclusive, meaningful, and
transformative.
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Abstract

Every literary work inherently embodies the essence and influence of a particular
philosophy, perspective. individual. culture. society, and the author's experience-driven
journey. While literature may not always align with the contemporary world of its
creator, it invariably reflects the impact of an era, societal ethos, and cultural dynamics.
These elements. intertwined with the evolutionary progress of humankind, are
illuminated through the author's unique approach to life and literature. Similarly, Arun
Joshi's novels subtly refiect the profound influence of Mahatma Gandhi's inclusive
philosophy, social outlook, and principles of human development. This influence
manifests mdirectly through the charactenization and narrative fabric of Toshi's works.

Keywords: Literary Philosophy, Gandhian Philosophy, Characterization, Arun Joshi,
Modern Indian Fiction, East-Wesl Influence, Alienation,

It is a well-known fact that India's numerous religious traditions, beliefs, languages, and
social milieuare all excellent examples of the country’s diversity. Indian society is a great
illustration of how different cultures can coexist. It is home to many different ethnic.
linguistic, religious, and cultural groups, making it one of the world's most diverse
societies. This country has a long history of practicing all the major religions of the
world, including Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, Christianity, Islam, and Hinduism.

The Gandhian period 1s authentically portrayed in Kanthapura. Gandhi had an
unfathomable impact on the general populace.He had the ability to metivate people and
was able to make an entire nation follow the path showed by him.Gandhi succeeded in
converting a whole country into a force of nonviolent liberation fighters. For exposing
the evils government religion was pressed into service. People came to develop a
consciousness of their greatness preceding ages and a sense of cultural era superiority
overtheirrulers, whowere depicted as mere barbarians.

Grandhi realized thatunity among the Indians was essential if the country is to be made
free from foreign rule. Therefore, Gandhi started a movement for removal of
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untouchability and upliftmentof the lower castes. He sought to eradicate social ills such
as the purdah system. He aimed to eradicate poverty and illiteracy among India's
populace. He thought it was crucial for Muslims and Hindus to be united. if they were
prepared to battle the British overlords. Mahatma Gandhi emphasized the importance of
weaving one's own fabric and avoiding imported clothing and merchandise. Thus. he
worked for the economic and social upliftment of the Indian people.

During British rule, Indian society underwent a fundamental structural upheaval that set
it on a new and different course for arowth, One of the most remarkable aspects of the
British era was the quick ascent of Indian women into politics. They began to get
involved in nationalist Campaigns and organizations. It is obviously interesting
whenever Indian National congress and Mahatma Gandhi were calling upon them for the
national cause they hurriedly came in the forefront andexcelled themselves as speakers,
marchers, picketers and tireless volunteers.

In ancient and medieval India, women were viewed as inferior to males, In the pre-British
era, women were positioned beneath males, maybe with the exception of the early Vedic
period. But a new age began with the British invasion of India, which exposed women to
the democratic influences of Western countries. M. K. Gandhi's foray into Indian politics
was one of the significant elements that led to women's active involvement in the
liberation fight, This signaled the beginning of a new era in the national movement's
history, which is sometimes called the 'Gandhian Era.’'

Gandhi stated. "I am firmly of the opinion that India's salvation depends on the sacrifice
and enlightenment of her women. He achieved a remarkable success in mobilizing
women on a mass scale for the cause of independence of their motherland, Gandhi
thought that referring to women as the weaker sex was unjust and an act of injustice by
men. He remarked. "If by strength is meant brute strength, then indeed. woman is less
brute than man. I by strength 1s meant moral power, then woman is immeasurably man's
superior,.. [f non-vielence is the law of our being, the future is with women... who can
make a more effective appeal to the heart than a woman?"Gandhi believed that social as
well as political freedom was essential. Gandhi made major contributions to the
improvement of women's position in India during his lifetime, leading 2 campaign for the
advancement of the socially oppressed.

Arun Joshi's fictional works are products of the various influences upon his mind and art.
Theserelate to literature philosophy and language. In his fictional themes and techniques
as also i view of life and language, Joshi has been influenced by the writers and
philosophers from both east and west.

During the freedom struggle, Arunloshi was merely a child who might have occasionally
heard the name of Mahatma Gandhi whom he refers to in a few of his novels, especially
The Apprentice, which has for its theme the discrepancy between the idealism of national
leaders during the freedom struggle and the decay of their ideals at the polling booths and
administration in free India.

Arun Joshi was moved to the United States to receive s higher education where he
attended a number of educational institutions, Similar to Arun Joshi, a large number of
his fictitious characters receive training in the United States. In The Foreigner, Sindhi
Oberoi holds an engineering degree from the United States and, like ArunJoshi, he also
gets actively involved in as industrial and business concern. He went ahead to write three
novels with their main characters trained in the United States. RomeshSahai and Bally
Biswas from "The Strange Case of Billy Biswas" were good friends when they were
studying in the United States. Billy Biswas was sent to the United States to study
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engineering, but he switched to anthropology without telling his parents. SomBhaskar in
The LastLabyrinth has also studied in the USA. The characters in The Apprentice as also
The City and The River and his short stories excepl Dr Khanna in The Only American
from our Villageand Rawal Kapoor inThe Survivor are not fortunate in having the benefit
of foreign education,

Arun Joshi's works reflect the influence of Joseph Conrad, as R.K. Dhawan observes.
According to Dhawan, Joshi's fiction aligns with Conrad's idea of the novel, where Joshi
acknowledges a deeper reality beyond the visible world. This reality, as he sees it, can be
grasped and expressed by artists who bring coherence to the otherwise disordered aspects
of human life.

Joshi's outlook on the contemporary world and the place of humans in it is essentially
Manichean. Despite being a part of industrial civilization, his heroes are always at odds
with it. His novels, which frequently center on the search for an alternative, are driven by
this contradiction, We are taken into "the heart of darkness' by his works, a metaphor he
regularly uses, especially in The Last Labyrinth. Nevertheless, Joshi is not a pessimist in
spite of this grim vision. Actually, the prospect of rebirth and atonement appears in every
one ofhis books.

Arun Joshi has created some really gripping storics. Rootlessness, alienation,
dissatisfaction, the search for a better alternative, identity. crisis. and self-realization are
justa few of the serious and thought-provoking subjects that he has skillfully addressed
in The Foreigner, showeasing our rich cultural legacy and untouchable ethical values.
Joshi examines the problems of Billy Biswas, the protagonist of his second novel, The
Strange Case of Billy Biswas, who feels alienated and unsatisfied with the contemporary
society. Billy seeks comfort in the tribal forest of central India after becoming
disillusioned with modern life. He is so deeply disturbed in his psyche that he breaks all
his bonds with the society he abhors and suddenly slips into the MaikalaHills somewhere
in the central part of India in order to find his spintual regeneration in the lap of primitive
surroundings.

The Foreigner, Joshi's first novel, is written in autobiographical style and the protagonist,
SindiOberoi, himself is the narrator. He is a restless and dislocated man in a seemingly
corrupt and fractured society. The Foreigner is a picture of a young man Sindhi Oberoi, an
immigrant Indian cut off from social and cultural context. suffers while discovering the
meaning and purpose of his life in a world alien to his mindset. He critiques
industrialization as a curse, highlighting the sense of hopelessness and the emergence of
desperation that characterize contemporary human interactions.

Arun Joshi's novels, characters are alicnated themselves and his novels are filled with
tension arising from quest for identity and fulfillment of life's purposes. His novels
delving into existential philosophy along with the ethical choices won him huge critical
appreciation in India.

The Apprentice deals with the theme of the crisis of the soul of an individuals, who, in his
relentless pursuit of a solution, finds himself enmeshed in 'the maze of the contemporary
life with its confusion of values and moral anarchy.' Arun Joshi's fifth hovel The City and
the River reverberates with the theme of public and political issues rather than private
matters. The novel is a fitting commentary on madern politics, Corruption and greed for
power in India. His short stories, less or more, deal with the similar themes that his novels
contamn,

Conclusion
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To conclude, It is maintained that Arun Joshi's all five novels have the Gandhian
reflections of his social, cultural, political, environmental philosophic. industrial and
evolutionary concerns. The blend of the East and the West socio- cultural seenario is also
reflected their in. Ingredients of struggle, alienation, restlessness, resolution, passion,
politics. urbanization, industrialization and women's prism and plight along with many
more issues have been dealt with in Joshi's fictional world.
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o7 fedst duw 3 fan 397 ya3 Jftw T Aaer 97 Ja1F & 97 G0 S yfead a0 Aol 37 o gw
Wivd TS 75 Mad g foved! € withrana fdedll € 5gwst Wi 5e¢ 761 3ig f uH o
AT € Aasuars feufimr wiuet et e a3t and 3 gou o fsaare-fearars Agu A fa s
ooy frart e gow e feeee d @n e dg riog i @ e 8 gavs 2 -

WL HET U YRS i SesEaa|

araT gu TS 5 9at 7Y 2 I fiswran) 211 (I faarara HaE 9)
&1 e el gge o Yfeadt & T-urAg 1 a9 28 Gurel J 3 97 28 eon et di oge-ga
=t yfafemr ot @7 gaw = Agu 2 fenwzT 91 AaiF & yfaast 53 fadl ) Al & fog wiens AoH
fufanr 3, i e yg ardt ot yadi e B9-fHa pas J)

AU R fasfRa udwg 75 |

&ad Jid 36 arfe (B 28 s 2Arsi 521 (e HawT )
79 I goed 7t @ 78 & feiwe A f3 Gt owe 99 W v AR, Guewsve faadt i
ETad o gol I HE, WY D, WE wie ue fon g% 2 How I6) 5F T J9 udafew g
yduar fadg §3 /il mrfre, orafie w2 adl s & iransT sge 98 3798t AW &g wast
fosas & 5= g Al fore o6fen 3d 391 509 Al © ries WEse W goo f<d (HY AT o
feme-fevndt 59 yors o1 G0 ©f ggo'e (9 AUEioas & AW ol Uge BuSA S e w2
HES T e O gu 9% Bue T uE Ques Gus e w5l MIs wage a9n Gug 31 ST HEH §
FHET € wERE €8 U9 75| 99 € 9E 9 HAre € 5y 09T, wHEE, STHHEIT aT8 Hany
& afo @ Hies g ugs et ys fafanr g2 3 mran w3
gt ward Hies R aH S Hdag -
TaH S AT HE g e ve S et 31 vt v T ey gas v irfeerama 9| Er g araE
I HES S T W HY T WETH g | T @ AHgU HY 2 T TF He e wE RS 961

HY g [0 1 5 THae I8 Jf v | (EEes HasT 5)
He B A d fr g ou 397 & Aeee 1l 98 31 1 faara as BR A 3, - gefow 39s
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geaer 2 3, Witwr w3 fime & yast 58 09 22 Shae ofde ) ve & wéd Hes & gesE v
WHIFS T o 91 g e is e S AT Agy S S Ar e st I8

HE 3 A AGY I WUE HE UETEN (TR HIET 3)
iz AgU I B8 94 27 € U9E 92 Agdl J1 e, TaH, HIH, §edIr wie Ad IF HEH He €
&8 Gur 33 feargt 3 €2¢ 32 ReTed, Wedgn W3 94 wagE 2 yFiE g6

famr A3y &t 38 a7V (IR F HeHA HEET )
T3 i3 e ay eregs dhwdaeuas Aas I & H wuE wy B B fegaa Aemsy 3 g
WA HergH fad 2 o & Gt fran rae & w2 ArE e d fARs feoree gu fEg feme wage st
< 87 O i oo mat s o THES! o) 574 TRHEs o B HaY @ fogs' Ard fexrg wid Feae
Fage w3 fegs 8 g% © Ro AT g 31 J9urs) e &4 § 4 was By U= o B8 Bx gdis
efipr farer ) Sufa an By )

BeHAT BiE if{Z YZ & 3913 HE 2 | faraml (3189 Bt Haw s)
HEH e S feerarasT Bet 8 o Gum e fnas ) it gt =8 w2 v ars g winy ot
ST S &TH S HiaHT & S fam
g F91H0Ed Al € HE Y aTH B Hasue -
WE FEl ©T Id T & HOMl He ©f Fede’ WS Haiind [aig=e & fosten J1 Hondl Figs & AW
wiEE 31 7S e 36 @ myea Au as, 13 fagfen 2 98| Had figs Asu € 3a an e ma
e St wiEs Hore & 98 wre 31 HEH 1E B e yFt e & gfewrs sfoardfent o finfes
T W W @ 1S 90 Fa & Bua das o QU &3 famr )
g FarETET H 2 FE Y wH 2 Hewy & feoras 2 ufawt Gt @ e 98 fég Guat enrar a3
Ty 25 forws defas Foo ngdt J fagae 91 99 o e ow 598 28 26 7H 9 WAl W3 13
fen wE At Ay-3Y Gow © Fien 98 © 599 Ho9eYdn =g gal feg o wisnwA €t fegesar ot d
A Eoiar 31g Ao & fros gu gu @ wret & frgae &idt & aig A < gret 89 & HeuE 58
vzt e e 3- IS uE €3 Whe € B 935 § Faree 98| Wi T 3[R WE & e
WA= & ugre €5 fovs defes a9 961 Had He § s sfoargfew urd 395 3 392 76
TH-U w3 3 Farg I mo & Jor R o8 e § A9 w2 oy sgfeeT 3 aEdeE ©
wigrs s gw| oo s yas-wriat & wewer os) e 2 wne fon vl 15 b & fowr
et

3o 3 3g ST & faf ety

fen feg weg fagrg d g we g w1 (e Haer s Ta)

FIWII U I ZI N (TETT HTET 9)

FIr3BE I gE By

s fHarlaE orfas wieg /4 11 ST8) (5H3 HUE 9)
o Yaml @2 wregrs HEH ©f IAEE YTrs JdT 9] HEY et w2 g € ol wide Hies a3t
=g fder A1 Ba weana HaH v Fies IKe feos 22 verae § miss S 9 68 Toe O fig
AHEET E fgret gid faaur enar d Y= get Ji ug s e wiswr GG e nerg 2 &3 @ d aer
Gl

Ay T fAd UFA &l 83 Ha wigHsl
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T EEA B0 & He W Ha1 SEEw il 31 (RS Hae 9)

ABg e Ay aat ||

B ASg W 2 5al T 3 sga HEl HSIN I FT8) (Aafs Haem 9)
fegt o4l e © wreE HE & &7H O ©f YUt §€1 J e Aed EHaTH ¥ weRs Hid derger d)

HE Y us e afa s

He WS o 3 efel wfa 2% fawary) 1398 (sHZ e o)
fen fearaa witrdes 3 wilt for 112 €2 U o fa gig 291 govee Ht & gt e witwava Hies &
T §3 33 I S vE S wierere gt wiiafous st 3 R wfefenedtas my ue et aes fow
IS B3 o fo ot Fyeriea ufgar= € 7e13 w3 dies < 93-foas, e 5o & 718, TH-
THET WTe T Ao § Aslad dod A Y3 AuF 92 9 fenadl g ol o 98] o'8 Ay U Ager
91 o HYE HrsEl wierd BH LY YEaad g1 ATE gt 31 Fes Ot g3 HeEh @ AraHE 338
BE =55 yes age 3| AR 35 By e fagr fmr 3 i dles 7 o @3 fedt @ A gg vt &
e w feore e 53 dw wlagt & Ao gu e faws godt @ i as feo idl st 2 i
Hrrg & it t fom 3t S 3 - mars gt R, A Al 3t e 30 & feafol A e
9Ig I HTeT W B wETS-
g 39T HET I € Hige W3 8 S wel v 88y 8% € el 5Eies 3w adt Sl A Hee| g
Frigw o et few O G5 @ TeW-97 T 996 © Yoa 33 gE Ael ueH O Hies fenet & AR 39
Gt & i 87 3T 8 & uaH € Sfter B frr erawiea fiegs & Fies feg fogrfenr 2
HArE gaas widaes 3ig Friae & fes uaue ode Al iR g @R oo dd wd g 3o saree
wiag { & 'OgH 93 Arar fAfs S JE S ug frag & 2 @ g8 wsa fig st s
wieH &g fedt R m g v 2 fom wE S gEieTs § U3 [deras e we s aier d aanH &
dfemr wrd fe2 fom sdilers B Srerd & fgdersr wd 3= & gig wrfow & 'fde =t oed. g 39
HUEd 'S HEOG A137 WA € 9 39 SJTed HiOE ff © Hele's of an dd HA'S ol (Hew! ag
2T Al ©f g SElew HAS yE iy 79rs g8 i ugTs gE 9|

T IS 1 € Fiws w3 TrE § AHY gu e Sxfen R e mHIsaT s wed

59 ANIE T SaG-wETe-feag € AHIE T J) (98 299 /e 95 < wEt 8 3, 68 S w2
e @ faat e mfor s 72 wroHE ) A @ & wvs gafent ot Huard dufent - uy3
o 2 madt, feaa@-fogsg & W w3 gou-Tie-rdE 2 Tans fa it faorzt e feges Ja
EERCELEY

wrOrd 3[8 w3 Agies yRae

- AaggEntes

- Frigs i (4.), sET HIwT 9 A, fHw gean, wiii3na, HRaaE 6, 2012

« WEHTS fHu, 319 391 Saea: Ho's HEEE, IAS, ks, 202.

= Ravinder Singh {Prof), Understanding Punjab, I1AS, Shimla 2024

- gt fiw g, (7) 99 30 5= Aiag wiinls, fesus w3 yogs, U galeaiie,
yfenmar 2021
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I3t [I35 oo YIH 9 T HasU

. ofgeg &=
FOER U2Ad, et fer

g

YIHEE YIH W vaE- 2 Fae @ g J gfow 3 yar rEe e vag eI wae e @SR T
W & Oadt €3 Wil T S0 A Elen’ §F S yusSt o3 god, wias, THWI Han S ug= &
Ugnas fras wite dftmr famr 2 3793 dae fo véd dies e Aedl dHe fsaofag S
farr 1 forF WU-E2 & UM, WEE, ITH W HaH 9t Hiss A8 € 99 Sl g geriwr fame 3
WAE feu ugH G famey Hies BEt d (7R 83 U8 3 Hay fore w3 we-fore Arg & Ha ad 8w
dInSEgRE GRS e A Al Jel I A Gaat I? ol @3 AeH B T Genal I7 A aH @
Hasu wiiies v snugh wiegst srer, He feogt I afoz aawd S ddt w3 St woss 388
F T WSS Hd FET J) HEH WaR'E wuE Ha '3 T Y aafed’ fer fo ie < amraar §
ugrE 3 fegft wiaw OF uoH Radl ee AnfBa d e o aRr 89 82, A9 @o ez avdt
Fg=! foge © Wit Ziie U few uaras © Haey diste oo © few faa o fa@ & i dies
oA AeEy €AYl o9 3 AFd gUl 9=-Aaid & U'd &g AFE © AHEE oo o]

Fad! fd3s 9 Yamad € ey Hds=yds Hes due' 3] I3t ydue fSa © 397 <t fegaga
TE W I 9-ufet wsrre B aTHTs o w2 for B He adt uge odien) o viaid feuer
Hird ot He d, fon Sad for 80 feags df Higs J) fogt 22 Quasa uaae & Wy au d 34l fd38
v & fAGE A 3% GF firs e 3 A wighs ageger 3 f Wiy Tadt 2 g wiitnr 33 G
e el 28 3 for o € yRe 03 & ygras @ AEsy JE 30T a9 3| ygAgE © HIEE ot
e v gen, Har v S e do oz ot 3T & feoaora & fu Sufenr fem@ wid wis-
R wre & oI gae@e Jt fvn dasy @ WZe 31 ysiay HYE 2 HED 2 ANS-UdH w2 wal
3 gfenr ) Fferr SIHE WERE USH T widE 3 dte w3 wEE © wgE d Yiide! WS e vay e
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AT-FYas feam w3 vaH s e san fon Aeed e dh yus de ) Fhodn sesae v saee
Hiw gfas wore, "Yoras T Aaey vy 9U s fovadt @ myw Fao od y&t reardt e a2
et & wrags of e 1 99w 91 e Ugee TR § s Ie yAE T ao F Hies i Ui e
Td S 575 I8 fE5t 7 AEe 3| few Og FATINT € aTH 9%-TaH, WFE, FH w3 HaH| fres
83 g8 d dt wad & ARrfaa w3 uer- AR wraer Augs 991 J) fest gafaa T ufad fis e ddn
fga wiEer ford Warg &8 3 w2 g o St wftrarafia Uy 32 Ram & yrust 595 @ Fos g2
% fars & g ot T g far famw @ fa Fen 3 vt €3 35 =97 @ 390 de ga-flzal
g, WrETd T gad W3 T © dad) Uias EE ugned frat seiil € 79 § age o Rod dfewt
o8 ygres Han 2 USt SOt doReeE fco Uaias & TauTEs o o fear famr d-
TIUEIEA A H A
Ao AS S AT aE)’
wftmrfiva 3 @ ved H3tuae, Qufsre, aitar, HoreaE W we AhE 7 B,
e i yorgn @ wadgT § Tofew fer vl s e Hoes fao famr . 3ot fd3e wama
W & fegt 39 ude e W e wHaH-goWgeR, J[foRd, SEUFE w3 Al wiEaH W o
TE| HEH e € WISt st S g o W o fenfgs <uEs ey -
TOdH:
TaH BEeE ¥ 93U HAfEE A e ] (Dhi) T3 F 99 J) feR T BrEfed vaE 3-Ues J90T, UiE-
UnE g for waH @ uSETe ugH € wEH 3, wefia e o fevars @ fomd § uas age i3
Bt 2 WEAE MUE Fes 9T S95TEE HEY A (ST W2 FeroeR fEuH) o9s a9 D, §a
&7 & ugH ) HIIH SEe & uay @R TR & ifen 3 fm @ evrer Hdy & B gus w2 Haw @
ynEt gt Harfart AHET vERd, HEY S uas free’ § edlgs ads T A 2e-yFhued wigd
AoE 3, 86 & TaH afde 981 Tar T was sgde 3 & fiew famr 3, Fust mrfoe € du-dundz e
UIH HE € oW © Sa5< =6 BRg aoe d (He Aunl Arlas o U3« YES fon aaer g muiAe daa
3
'TFH HF T 2 g famirs HZ F wrefg gaH”
wWIE3 Ugd 3 e Aua & fasas 87 397 4z @ fsu (ew) widls amgs der 3, fam 39t o=,
ue, 37, fiz sZ Ta wril-wnudt 5t 3w gade e 3 o iy man dz o wmg gaHeEa
WEE'S SaH 7 Fode € Yadt sus o 99 feRer J) gad @ &fax iy '3 fipus widhd 3t Sy-dy
feees & fon HEd gaT AT ) Uit fd3s AfEE wasss waRe, Teae g9ud afFe 3
faefe oo 9 99 <1 60l o | TelE9 MaAd, ToH Jeg-atHg ¢ YIUse < [Trer o | odgae
FUHE WaHdE, TaH o fg HaZ J e A s e e @ yFA 05, 1 (9 el AME 3 Ud o | 55938
WERTg, ‘SiEE vt T U foe G e & &4 7 Semrd e udes 3, foR diamrd S mav afde
9% | 2w AHIT R faar v D i3 wrarg-fears e HéY © 98 -T8E Jt Hore agH 31 i
e 88 gon @ waa 2 gaw ot @8t § HI' 38 ud(o'@E Ky Rl  Aaer J w3 few waa 3
doE T8 vod Ot saFal fafew 7 Feer -
A e gad RuFFH F =gzt u |
TgH HBE Hies 28 9i9a w3 withw3ikie Uyt 89 Azss g7 3 Juer J) WY & Fuas
s TaH &8 Jf Ha'Tas g Hiegnr famr 91
TgH € 3f3a W3 wiftwrfiE Hd 337 § 2ufenr fem e uéd diws & fawmE dares 959
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g g viees 55T J| YIHIE © Hagy ff9 Ulas yerag Je T rEg & il Fas yuz 9 e
T € {5 UgHae € U8 v USE HJd UaH T Haagy 3t fager J) fon 2 osfenr Jf vy vied
forg & wruet Hsfae, mrfaa w3 sitmrafie dies At & Huiegs gafe Hugs Héuar S
ogs g9a g AesTr afg g
Gk
T YU feu was § g Uaras Hiew fami i wad 3 372 Us, TRZ 7 uegs 2 fenr famr
S Re vy e Eael B I A frEe, wior S yesi g sed e AOw IO A e @
HIAST YT's Fae 95| oy AL O, He.yE foue 96 [ wgs J 9% AEes YRTE yuZ 996 2
G5 73 Ao 3 9, A ever U5-2983 W2 HEFl § YuT EF A A@efE @ Was BRI
wWEAE, waE 3 3w @5 Faet 19, et € we3 fovadt Heg i urarst yus g9n st age )
Fradt afet, arAg Y wae @ Hdas § Sufet wae § g o wrgs Higer fimr 3 a8 R ds wa &
g € Jrad Aus I a6 ugg o ue 2 yrust oo 2 faedt wiged J2t wrdiet ) fen 5 3 g
w2 W fTa-gH 2 Yaa & 4 7 Fae g6l iR R e favw d-gan g ffe wae S Hd IS g
AEEG e [EA & SR URTaE HiewT I 91 ug g Hie © WS HETH HEst IS wass sefen
WFE i1 UeArgs & 539 swa-dnmar @ wills 3 3 dt 3f3s-ueras o Yy B ngs & reEa d
A FiEs € BaE 349 fovre © Fus g Aae J| gefow wiaag, HEHh meA B wae o fers vaaw
for met 2 fir fere fowrarsh i fomre’ w2 82 S uash o o 3 w3 -3 3 @ mrf-rafig
arar FUs g3 @ wigd 3 gt wilee vl T REe I8, wrefas Brost e i el e e ardler
<, fem & fanrfemr & grefia fomy soe go o A fevat S sle g §3 dee el Jae aml”

fer gou Gud3 fag 7 Aae J 15 g4 YaAas & 2ar UI WaH © Has Aiso S Ban o
yuEt g ity teers 3 ses fon wiafae Aoe ©F udst foa-Aees, fowaedt wid araiie
Feat-aHat € fsuy 3oz 97 W Hiws o 8Fte ga Jf fEEa JiFr mre 37 O HéY wE AEnE
AHTH & afEmrs Hee der d|
HH:
ot foga g a 3 Uawae & 23 auer | T Fee @ 2u-2d4 woe Ydiss 3a gs) g
o0 e, wrfon, arve, TTHE W3 BTER YHY HEE I6| e 7Ee © 59T gu aH HaH He fSe
o foe A wisem gayd T7ew 3 g o) [Pe HEH € Afed wE HaiAd Uy &8 AEUZ g dl W
HEY B geddl WiE AHTHY Ag9d =n giHar faeer O fen Ages o yadl ¢ fim gafka a9
Hiewr famr 2 IH=E 87 § I vEY e SHE feEt 7 Heee O yaEt 3 91 for 6 & funeg-3re,
wHPwi-afawf w2 Afomr 7 fHoegze & gres der 3t Q) g wiow Adtas 83 & 2 @ Hafefimfss
w3 meiae 82 9 3 fead 3 fogt B < yod oz gffore s Jegfor aser 3

Fast ARt @ witnwrsfie eare fos o o faee frefofrs ferdde duerd 7 fa Had
2 usd-daH (WeEeE) &8 ga= o g Wiswr farer 3 fovde e marst widls v sem 39 adt
Yo wE TreT e 9fel foendwe-saugst 2T

VM & A 39 S fearg Ty, qU. 83, 0, Jar9 uie SuR o e ufoer fearg A fsor
famr &) iy 2@ e 2 arawr & [BR & U a=e -

R 2t wiefs U g9 THfg,
a7 qu B Ag widara) |
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Hre gaeg ata (111, 37) 7= Gulone’ S 7a oo 2 e & I S vigd = 24t Sfmr d-

fedtay ), et guad

FaarE fed fra G 3

HE gy Ha

ER EUE o s BT

Fragt wiitmmiere! fd 35 ffg a1 & WY T EHE w3 358 T T yarad Hafew fen g

TegE & merg i andt A ud T v @ M wid wsfefamifse U 3 2R 3t sy 3 sdle Wil
Fires e e Fie adl ) i vies Gas gt fesre viiea § 306 @ Joa = o dee 76|
Heg HoH nicas! Be-Fadl § o 83 A=, B9 37 di=s [fu ¥33 & Afas] v Aeel g Hod o
o frerg Rod A fag e @i de dAssr sund d R fudms Saaafaa 7
Herer & w3 feat uior O Yast € Ha3e & iy o 3 Ui HSfefamrs), e eereg S He € wa3
wersr § ferre dtFr d fan e 8o Hae @ fa wigdt' afa s wrfawr wa @ fon 0 e g8y
Areter o udg Her wr A fe feeet faA o o gu i wiust yadt o &8t 96 udg w3 adt
g Aa fet § frmrer elE @ U3 &t AR I fae vt fearaams 2 e difew 39
Tadt fdzm w2 vE 2 tites & 87 & WonE J9 F R ooy weRe § ToK, wag @ fsont ware
o= 3T 7 FEe J) AET aH Wil Hies € dere § Al ferr fee udurgs B Aodl 9=ar
ud3 R uEH Hes gt alst (99 w3 e Aeer
Ham:
A HEH Fes € 39 o vt Un s yereE J AR S yEdt e e A R o i Rem T I
Wi 2 SR S yuEt I ) W AR R v, Her gua 2, glowrd 3wt wd yawsr 3
HETHI WPE @ & WS A HE R 3| B8 39 8 87 3 woH © & Wdy I8 TH & 92 Fata it 831, Har,
HE S AT, TTHE W3 T80 € UEaE of HEH 3 Gug J 7 ot yest 91 Tast withrsveet
fogn oo fot & vt Hies = e G Higwr famwr 3, o8 i fegre ugs d & vdy for wersr
RO udy 3 AeH-HIS € U9 3 goad U 8T & w3 wiiE wiEW § ulgwTe B 9) B 39 udus
o3 941 Tonlsas 993 A9 3¢, HE, US-UF W2 34 AOE § YeisT S9et 39 g s
ydfEs 3 fie-wrsw uansn 3 Redt 3d oot Ieca st Ifmddan @ yud ed avugs
T HgE 9E w3 Ga Wiz Ugwranr & e maet ) wiftmrafi fdgs wamrs 2 & Ham @y
gre yad-maH F gearg UrlE o w3 Sy oot ofet i Hem S irfas et e g e 8
¥ vize few Han o JFY 7' udd fogus Sl fanwr J197= Fold & €2 AH A HoH BO WG &8, 3391
wE W Ca-AAE o8 B Red € [AHEs 9dvT J, §9 AoH-HEE I HES O e WE UgH-YSH © AgY
&g mes Aer 3 AE Fed-uSue g AR & HaY T ugH-8SR diewr fimr 1 fR udus
foimr i oy et 3w orar e Aam Hedd) gy oese {l g fE rioe mige seerd-

e Wag A wndhd for fegg o@ A

g Aafe efz afs ys

HoH Hiord Hed af

EGEEC R Co I

739 3 AEfe A Hig diR, Aud Ay envra)”
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Yfafanr ardl Sre o wae 3 famr S wifterafia famrs 2yt wies Wem WA 7ers Juer 3 fam
e fouz gu f¥o fro G9oe 3 e wawr @ 3w &g Hen € feres & mine sefon yg-3as &g
Bl Wi Fale-gull Ha 3 gearer U3 Safen’ Weise © 9ad 3 H9d J o UaH-YaH © Agy i<g
FEEIS J Ade 91 feR nERE 39 UAE 03 §F § ufo® f5s yawas’ € Hadl §3 asfenr AfewH
wWREEE § J[l9E a9d 98 39 @ ARrfga-wafha Ag 3 9fo3 Iz @ w3s w2 He € aftes § ofis
FFET YT

W i fewarg @ &y-ydn & GdteE o8 o9d B9 ysway & witmls s95 Gudz
firr Fuiie e @ far el it = ot w1 @ & S @ Sy Bt fra oA @3 dae
B33 fod A g G dien-Wao gl 891 g Ue Bards (<0 AgE J Ae J6| WHS o SfEa 3
witp e Uy 29 Ages de s foz T93t i3 e g daay wimy fapr ) véed & Firfag
GrEE & AH3S WRAET TS Joe Ity B9 fdga R vieg e & Few @ yda sger 3
et niea viare 39us fearat & famr 7 HR w2 G frsaral 3 @ SfaaHr wiiles v e
Het @ AR udg few fegramre € vl ArafiesT & Sue 92 i i @ fendiaes @ 99 e
He & feret fifeat & vz yers dtgr fomir & 3t vl @ Hiees e yizs dasu & & wrafaes
37 fom A JuT 89 35 Uy 719 595 © uds 13 famn witmrsfia fegraurer & masfenr iR
HE € HiEe 2 S8 Ben HiawT fam & w3 G ©f YISt fag gaiHa-Tanias iR (29 WHE 396
Ul Hgdl SOFTE 91 O61 UT'S69 &8 id © AN feusl €8 & ufash ogas 78 5U8 gd fiee-
9 Gud3 fow S oraETe § win @ Afes Hes-feegs QU o s9fewr yaray € Heg
nHe Wi T UaH G739 Ot 839 seat-StHEr waes wdsh RHTE w2 e wigig fast a8
wifHor et safew myfae, wafas famy 3 O 2 ot Hies fagge oder J) farfsy fegst iy
& vl e & i, U9, 90 § Fiee -1 fed Hesel &g & i 20 <8 =fimr v Fere d udg fee
wit g ydua 3 §ee WA T HaH BE e weweE e dau 3 goa e YHE egfererad aF
Hre 3T HEY T HEET S AIBU El I FeE 9 AT 3 J82d HiSs & 9o 9 HaH JE 39T 2 HEiHE
I8 © fHarg gider 9| fon Afe=t e Hem & 29 996 © G20 WY € witsl FoaE J geae
e dt 1 I HEH € wru Fies g o gfier 3 w3 Ba &n & Hd o9 2 gafewt feserger 2
WS g e WEY S wri2 il s & yadt o2 viles e yuz St Azt S On gd e
gyt 3 et 3 frast fa Yrags o9t fdas @ desy ugney & yiae § wf o os gegd
Ji

ged w3 fauhr

- fegaStaHE . (AU, (1997) U 77. 993 ol mAg9 Ueret gateafiet, ufenrsr,
- A AW, I3, (1999), U™ 12. I3 AHH € 4B wi'g, we" YaHs, Ufanmer,

i Ig I[E A, UaT 266,

- s, (2007) e 2, uav ears, Ui atsafind, ufenrs
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